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VASSAR COLLEGE GIRLS IN
THEIR FIELD DAT GAME OP

BASKET BALL YESTERDAY
IF THOSE people who stand In awe of

the Vassar girl and her Intellect could
visit the university one of these bright
(Spring days, what a shock their feel¬

ings would receive 1
The recitation rooms are deserted and the

tired, worried-looking students who are

usually there have gone. Each and every
Vassar girl with a pulse that beats and a

heart that throbs Is out on the green oval,
working or shouting for the cause and look¬
ing forward to the ultimate glory of win¬
ning the field day banner.

It Is the novel game of basket ball that
fills these days at Vassar with Interest and
sends shouts of girlish laughter over the
grounds, and this year's enthusiasm over
the lnterclass games surpass anything
ever known at the college before.
The game of basketball Is the newest

croze of athletic young women al over the
country. Every college seminary and young
women's boarding school has a basketball
team. Perhaps the girls of Vassar Col¬
lege play as skillful a game as any, al¬
though the young women of Alameda, Cal¬
ifornia, have recently posted a challenge
for the championship.
Yesterday was Vassar's Spring Field

Day, and the game was voted the finest
of the season. Excitement passed all
bounds, and many a throat was hoarse from
"rooting" before the close of the afternoon.
The game of basket ball is pretty. Every

one who was not too full of enthusiasm to
study effects realized this fact on Saturday.The girls of '96 wear green serge costumes
of their blouses. The '98 girls wear blue
white sailor collars, white sailor knots, and
" '98" embroidered In white on the fronts
of their blouses. The '97 girls wear blue
serge suits, with deep red sailor collars,
cravats and "'98" in red. Every student
of the college with a bit of sporting blood
or college pride sat beneath the tall pinesthat enclose the oval and awaited the con¬
testing teams. At last they came, robed in
mackintoshes, which they discarded at the
entrance. The sunlight fell upon two
squares of bright, athletic young women
In their new suits, and as they marched
across the oval to the basket ball grounds
applause from the students burst forth in
a deafening volume.
Each class has sixteen girls on Its ball

team, eight regulars and eight substitutes.

When the eight are chosen for the lnter-
class matches they are the pick of the six¬
teen. Sentiment, favoritism, social posi¬
tion or rate of income plays no part in this
selection. The girls with the finest phy¬
sique, the truest aim, the best athletic rec¬
ords, are chosen, and It would be hard in¬
deed to get together sixteen young women
who could have made a grander showing
for the cause of college athletics than did
the ball teams of '90 and '8.
The game Is very similar to football,

though there are fewer rules and regula¬
tions. The two sides of the field are goals,
and on each goal plate is erected a six-foot-
six pole, holding a basket on top. The
whole game consists In scoring points by
getting the ball into these baskets. Eight
innings constitute a game, but if the eighth
closes with a tie the innings continue un¬
til the game is decided. The principal rule
of the game is that no one can run with the
ball. As this rule Is strictly enforced and
the goal plates carefully guarded, it re¬
quires a girl with an excellent aim to get
the ball into th^ basket.
As the two teams arrived on the field on

Saturday, the captain of the '96 team held
the ball. It Is a big affair, very much after
the pattern of a Rugby football. She laid
it in the middle of the field, placed one little
foot upon It, and looked back at the square
in white sailor collars behind her. In a
moment they took the cue and Joined in the
cry of:

Raht RahI Rah!
Here we are!
V-a-s-s-a-r,

i;'. '981
Considerable noise and calling of class

cries followed, and then the captain of '90
kicked the ball, which Is the signal for or¬
der. For a few moments the ball was thrown
lightly back and forth. Then the pride of
'98 threw It up ten feet, and It landed
within two feet of the opposite goal. Two
more '98 girls made a dash for It. and in a
second three white-winged players of '96
wete on top of them. Tho girls underneath
the pines rose in a body, cnllege cries rang
out from every quarter and the girls rolled
about on the ground with the ball beneath
them.
At last one of the white wings became

disentangled and came up victorious, her
two white arms, from which the sleeves
were ripped, clasping the ball to her heart,
her lace flushed and covered with itraj

brown ringlets and her Psyche nodding
merrily over her left ear. Whistles and
shouts became combined in deafening vol¬
ume, and then, as the player decided to'
take chances In throwing the ball home to
the basket, a hush fell over the oval. For
a moment she hesitated and aimed, the
girls of both teams standing with their
hands on their hips and eyes riveted on the
ball. Then she threw it several feet, direct¬
ly above the basket, and then It fell.not
into the basket, but Just alongside of It,
and slid down on the ground.
Groans and shrieks of Joy emanated from

beneath the pines. The disappointed white
wing, who had^reached so near to glory, bit
her lip and brushed back her curls, and
the ball went flying over the field again.
Before the Inning closed 'OG had made a

goal, but the sturdy cry of '98 rang out
Just as merrily over the campus.
Each Inning is called to a close at the

expiration of eight minutes, and Is followed
by a two-minute rest. This makes a game
that does not tie last an hour and twenty
minutes. At the end of the fourth inning
the only goal that had been made was that
of '90 in the first Inning.
The spectators were not thoroughly

pleased. Rooting is all right and it keeps
things lively, but an occasional cheer is a
great deal more satisfactory, and for some
reason throats have a tendency to grow
hoarse over rooting, which is entirely ab¬
sent in twice the amount of cheering. In
the fifth Inning '98 made two rung,, Yale-
Princeton football teams would blush for
their apathy could they have seen Vassar's
basket ball field during the two minutes in¬
termission that followed inning number
five. The enthusiastic student-spectators
rushed pell-mell upon the field, and the two
winners In red sailor trimmings were
actually hugged, until the captain, probab¬
ly fearing for the health of her star play¬
ers, ordered "All off the field," and a gen¬
eral retreat of the shlrt-waisted brigade fol¬
lowed.
More than once It had seemed to me that

the girls were a trifle indifferent about each
other's curls. At the end of the game more
than one girl's Psyche had fallen Into a
tangled mass down her back; more than
one sleeve was ripped, several cravats were
miss4ng, and the dainty white collars of
'96 were soiled and rumpled.

LAVINLA. HABT.

/Irtifieial
po^ to protect
Ora[)<£e Jrees.

The newest method of protecting orange
orchards against frosts, consists In creat¬
ing an artificial fog, which overhangs the
trees and keeps them from harm. It Is a

fact familiar enough, that there Is no

danger from frost on a cloudy night; the
clouds prevent the rapid radiation of heat
from the earth and thus serve as a Bort
of blanket. A fog, which Is an earth
cloud, serves the same purpose.
The orange growers of California have

found out a way of making fogs by artifice.
They can create them at any time within a

few minutes. If the night starts in clear
and cold, with prospects of frost, the fog-
malclng machines are turned on, and very
soon the orchard Is enshrouded In a thick
mist. Thus protected, the trees can defy
even a severe frost, which under ordinary
circumstances would destroy all expecta¬
tion of a crop of the yellow and. Juicy
fruit.
The orchard provided with the fog-

making device Is underlaid by a system of
small pipes that carry water. Connected
with these are perpendicular pipes which
rise to a height of forty feet In the air.
There are one hundred of these perpendicu¬
lar pipes in every ten acres of trees. At
the top of each tall pipe are a couple of
"cyclone nozzles," which discharge the
water In a fine spray in an upward direc¬
tion. All that is required is that the water
shall be turned on, and the air Is charged
with a fine, fog-like mist.
All the underground pipes In the orchard

unite in one common supply pipe, which
passes through the house of the watchman
In charge. At any time when the tempera¬
ture sinks to freezing point, the watchman
by opening the cock of the supply pipe can
at once turn on the water to all the pipes
and spray nozzles. The result Is a thick
fog, thrown by one hundred cyclone nozzles
over the entire ten acres. The mist soon
fills the air to a height of forty-five feet,
and any breeze drifts it about like a bank
of fog.
In connection with the apparatus is an

alarm thermometer. When the temper¬
ature In the orchard falls to 32 degrees,
an electric circuit Is completed and an
alarm wakes up the watchman. Without
delay he turns on the fog, and then goes
to bed satisfied that the orchard la safe.

RICH NEW YORK UOflEN
DECLARE THAT HEALTH
DOES HOT BRING HAPPIHESS.

DOES wealth bring happiness? The

non-possessors of It are generally
positive that riches and happiness

are boon companions. Their views on this
question are theoretical. Real knowledge
Is only obtained through experience. Sev¬
eral wealthy women have been Interviewed
on the subject. Their Ideas are bright, in¬

teresting and sensible.
Mrs. Russell Sage was the first to whom

the question was put. She replied as fol¬
lows:
"No; I do not believe that wealth brings

happiness. I was Just as happy when I
was a teacher as I am now In New York.
Then I was mistress of my hours; now I
have no time that I can call my own. The
right use of money brings great responsi¬
bilities and great demands. If I might
have my choice, I would choose neither
poverty nor riches, but the medium. I
believe that happiness lies within our¬

selves, not in our surroundings. The hap¬
piest people I know are some relatives of
mine.a minister's family. They have been
trained to be happy, notwithstanding the
trials of the world. They have only a

modest Income, and there are but f6ur
left of their once large family of fourteen.
They go through life making it a glad song.
Then there are other people, who always
grumble, regardless of their lot. An old
lady of eighty, whom I know, was once
very wealthy. She grumbled then. After¬
ward she became so poor that she was

ejected from her house. Still she grumbled.
Some one provided her with a nice flat. I
thought she would be contented then, but
the poor old soul is at present grumbling
away.
"Louisa Alcott, whom I knew well, was

about as contented when she used to wash
dishes, scrub and write in her spare time
for money, not fame, as she was when,
fame came to her through "Little Women."
So, you see, happiness is really dependent
upon ourselves for its existence. There is
an old conundrum which says 'Where Is
happiness always found?' The answer is
true, but somewhat disappointing, 'In the
dictionary.' "

Mrs. Theodore A. Havemeyer says: "My
opinion is that wealth does give great hap¬
piness in this: That one can help so much
to make others happy. I know that never

do I feel so grateful to God for the bless¬
ings bestowed upon me as when I have
succeeded In alleviating somebody's mis¬
ery."
Mrs. Edward Lauterbach Is thus quoted:

"Happiness is more dependent upon health
than riches. Exuberance of spirits Is sel¬
dom possessed without It. But, really. I be¬
lieve happiness Is mqre the result of the In¬
terest wo take In others. Wealth has little
to do with It. I think we are nearest true
happiness when we learn to live unselfish
lives A glad, buoyant feeling always
comes from doing something useful. Still,
I do not decry wealth. I delight in aes¬
thetic surroundings, fine books, art and the
like. But these things for me constitute
the higher pleasures of life; not its happi¬
ness. Wealth does give the^e pleasures,
but happiness comes from within ourselves.
To me the greatest happiness in having
/wealth Is to distribute it for the benefit of
those who need it."
Mrs. W. L. Strong expresses her opinion

In a few words: "Wealth brings comforts,
while happiness can only be obtained
through health and contentment."
Miss Hewitt considers the subject too

deep to be handled sensibly by women, and
that only the wise brains of philosophers
should be puzzled with Its magnitude.
Questions touching upon gowns and parties
she Is sure ought to be cheerfully answered
by the feminine sex, but should they at¬
tempt to handle problems such as this,
which she considers out of their sphere,
then they show to the world that they have
stepped into water beyond their depth.
Mrs. R. T. Wilson briefly remarks: "The

rich have their troubles, as well as the poor.
Sorrow and suffering must come to both."
Miss Helen Gould thinks the subject

worthy earnest consideration, but modestly,
though wrongly, believing that her opinion
would be of no general interest, does net
wish to express herself at length.
Mrs. William Rhlnelander said: "In an¬

swer to the question put to me, I am not
willing to make public my private views on
the subject. There is so much to be said
in favor of, as well as against, great wealth
that, owing to the responsibility connected
with it and the effect it has upon charac¬
ter, without due reflection I am not willing
to give & decided answer." Q. E. B.

IAN ELECTRICAL DANGER.
It Is Believed Undergrouad Wires Are th«

Explanation of a Number of My».
terious New York Fires.

Electricians hare discovered a new dange*
resulting from underground wires. The dis¬
covery may serve to explain some of the
mysterious flres which not Infrequently

«
occur In houses or unoccupied stores. Eleo-
trlcal flres can occur without the presenc#
of electric wires.

It has been demonstrated beyond all poa-
slble doubt that unless great care Is taken In
Insulating underground wires,, the currenl
Is likely to come in contact with water plpei
or gas mains, and through them enter builds
lngs and cause fires.
In this city, particularly In the upper pop

tlons, the electric light wires were laid
through the underground conduits In con
siderable of a hurry, owing to the fact that
there was some likelihood that an opposi¬
tion company would secure the contract. A.»
a result, the insulating was very Imperfect,
and now, on wet days, when the moist earth
serves as a.good conductor, in some of the
uptown streets the electricity escaping fron
th<> conduits is distinctly felt by pedestrian!
and even causes horses at times to become
unusually restive.
Several Instances have recently been »

ported to insurance companies of fires occa¬
sioned by electricity escaping from under¬
ground wires. In every instance the Are
started in the same way. The insulating of
the wires had become worn out and the es¬

caping current coming in contact with the
gaspipe, so found a means of entering the
house. From the gaspipe the current
jumped to a water pipe running between
the walls and by that means became ground¬
ed, causing the fire. In every instance the
flames were discovered between the walls of
the house and it was necessary to draw oil
the current by a wire connection from the
pipes outside the house before the flamea
could be extinguished. The only remedy
suggested by practical electricians for the
occurrence of such dangers is to either exer¬
cise greater care in Insulating the electrio
light wires and conduits, or to make a con¬
nection with a wire between theeupply plpea
Just outside the walla of the house.


